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WORLD  SHEEP  MJMBERS  INCREASE 

I  PERCENT  DURING  I96I 

World  sheep  numbers  totaled  99O  million  head  at  the  "beginning  of  1962, 

II  million  above  196I  but  1  million  below  the  peak  of  I96O,    Improved  pas- 
ture conditions  in  the  major  producing  areas  were  a  major  factor  in  the 
increase  in  numbers  diiring  196I.    The  increase  of  lh2  million  head  above 
the  1951-55  average  almost  eqioals  sheep  numbers  in  Australia,  the  world's 
largest  producer. 

The  majority  of  the  world's  sheep  are  concentrated  in  a  relatively  small 
number  of  countries.    Fourteen  countries  have  more  than  20  million  head 
each    and  account  for  about  71  percent  of  t  he  world's  sheep.  Australia 
and  the  U.S.S.R.  each  with  more  than  135  million  head,  account  for 
nearly  30  percent  of  the  world  total.    Mainland  China,  New  Zealand, 
Argentina,  the  Republic  of  South  Africa  and  India  each  have  more  than 
40  million  head.    Turkey  and  the  United  States  have  more  than  30  million, 
while  5  countries—Spain,  Iran,  Uruguay,  the  United  Kingdcm,  and  Ethiopia- 
have  more  than  20  million. 

During  196I  sheep  numbers  increased  3  percent  in  Eastern  Europe  and  the 
Soviet  Union.    Numbers  in  South  America,  Western  Europe,  Africa,  Asia, 
and  Oceania  increased  about  1  percent.    North  American  numbers,  however, 
declined  3  percent  during  1961. 

The  increase  in  world  sheep  numbers  by  major  geographic  areas  since 
1951-55  range  from  49  percent  in  the  U.S.S.R.  to  2  percent  in  North  and 
South  America.    Numbers  in  Oceania  increased  28  percent;  Asia  ih  percent; 
Africa  13  percent;  Eastern  Europe  11  percent;  and  Western  Europe  5  per- 
cent . 

North  America.  The  3  percent  decline  in  North  America  during  1961  was 
due  primarily  to  relatively  low  lamb  prices  in  the  United  States  which 
were  acccrapanied  by  a  reduction  in  sheep  flocks.    Numbers  in  Canada  also 
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declined  for  t  he  same  reason.    Larah  prices  are  expected  to  be  relatively 
more  favorable  during  1962.    Mexican  sheep  numbers  rose  by  about  200,000 
head  but  were  not  enough  to  offset  the  decrease  in  U.S.  numbers.  Nimbers 
in  Mexico  are  expected  to  increase  further  during  I962. 

South  America.    Sheep  nxambers  continued  to  rise  in  South  America.  In 
Argentina,  the  major  producing  country,  numbers  declined  about  1  percent. 
Although  wool  prices  have  been  relatively  favorable,  emphasis  has  been 
shifted  to  increase  production  of  beef  which  has  reduced  feed  supplies 
for  sheep. 

Numbers  in  the  other  major  sheep  producing  countries  of  South  America  in- 
creased during  1961.    Peru  recorded  the    largest  increase  with  a  2  per- 
cent gain.    Numbers  in  Brazil  increased  by  about  350,000  head  and  in 
Uruguay  by  300,000. 

Western  Europe.    The  major  changes  in  Western  Europe  in  1961  were  the 
increases  of  370,000  head  in  Ireland,  200,000  in  the  United  Kingdom  and 
70,000  in  France.    Increases  in  the  United  Kingdom  were  the  result  of 
better  pastures  and  larger  feed  supplies.    The  9  percent  gain  in  Ireland»s 
numbers  was  the  result  of  smaller  exports,  because  of  1  ower  export 
prices  and  increased  lamb  production  in  the  United  Kingdom. 


other  Western  European  coiintries  showed  little  change;  a  few  countries 
recorded  slight  declines  and  others  slight  increases.    Numbers  may  rise 
again  during  1962  with  most  of  the  increase  occurring  in  the  United 
Kingdom,  Ireland,  and  France. 

Eastern  Europe.    Numbers  in  Eastern  Europe  rose  3  percent  as  emphasis 
continues  to  be  placed  on  higher  meat  and  wool  production,  Ptumania, 
Yugoslavia  and  Hungary  accounted  for  most  of  the  increase  during  1961. 

In  the  Soviet  Union  sheep  numbers  increased  about  3  percent  from  133 
million  in  early  I96I  to  137  million  at  the  beginning  of  1962.    The  U.S.S.R. 
is  the  world's  second  largest  producer  of  sheep.    Numbers  at  the  beginning 
of  1962  were  k9  percent  above  the  1951-55  average. 

Africa.    In  Africa  numbers  rose  by  about  1,500,000  during  I96I.    Most  of 
the  rise  was  accounted  for  by  Morocco,  Mali,  and  Mauritania.    In  the 
Republic  of  South  Africa  there  was  no  apparent  change  from  the  previous 
year.    However,  with  continued  drought  in  the  Republic  numbers  may  de- 
crease during  1962, 

Asia,    Sheep  numbers  in  Asia  increased  slightly  during  1961.  Sizeable 
increases  were  recorded  in  Turkey  and  Iran  as  improved  pasture  conditions 
increased  feed  supplies.    Little  is  known  of  numbers  in  Mainland  China. 
However,  pasture  conditions  have  been  relatively  favorable  in  the  prin- 
cipal sheep  producing  areas.    Numbers  in  Japan  dropped  during  196I  con- 
tinuing the  trend  of  the  past  k  years. 

Oceania,    In    Australia,  the  world's  largest  sheep  producer,  numbers 
rose  by  2,3  million  head  and  nearly  equaled  the  record  of  I96O,  Increased 
escports  of  mutton  in  1962  may  slow  down  the  rate  of  increase,  but  nixmbers 
should  gain  slightly  during  1962, 

Numbers  in  New  Zealand  rose  about  1  percent  during  I96I,    New  Zealand  ex- 
panded its  markets  for  lamb  and  mutton  to  several  Asian  countries  d\iring 
1961.    With  the  strong  demand  for  New  Zealand  lamb  in  the  United  Kingdcsn, 
new  markets  in  Asia  and  a  relatively  good  market  for  lamb  and  mutton  in 
the  United  States,  New  Zealand  sheep  numbers  should  continue  to  increase 
during  1962. 
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Africa: 

Algeria  

EJthiqpia-Eritrea  . 

Lihya  
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Guinea  

Ivory  Coast  

Kenya  

Malagasy  Republic  

Mali  Ih/  

Ma\iritania  

Niger  

Nigeria  

Rhodesia  and  Nyasaland, 
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15,000 
6,9^ 
3,793 

1,578 
530 
71H 
3hh 
370 

5,083 

8,188 
2,000 
2,000 
15/10,000 

591 
2,874 

959 
1,300 


1+0,200 


14,137 
7,150 

1,587 


361 
372 


9,000 

2,050 
15/10,000 

424 


1,325 


40,000 


147,730 
il'i  'I 'lie 


150,120 


150,200 


394 
24,000 

469 

30,823 
6,650 


434 
23,700 


33,614 
4,756 


58,800  60,800 


39,500 
864 


39,600 
788 


434 
22,000 


31,106 
3,000 


40,260 
677 


14,500 
1,596 
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Jan. 

Dec.  2/ 
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Dec.  31  2/ 
Dec.    31  2/ 
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Mar.  21 
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Dec.    31  2/ 
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2/ 


1/  Preliminary.    2/  October-I 
3/  Includes  allowance  for  any  missing  data  for  countries  shown  and  for  other  producing  countries  not 
shown.    4/  Less  than  5  years.    5/  Excludes  Faroe  Islands.    6/  Includes  Saarland,    j/  Includes  West  Berlin, 
excludes  Saarland.    8/  May  census.    9/  Includes  Azores  and  Maderia  Islands.    10/  Some  years  are  estimates 
based  on  total  number  of  sheep  and  goats,    ll/  November  census.    12/  Formerly  Belgian  Congo.    13/  Decem- 
ber census.    l4/  Includes  goats.    15/  Includes  Northern  British  Cameroons.    16/  On  native  farms. 
17/  Includes  22  provinces,  Manchuria,  Sinkiang,  and  Tibet.    Excludes  Outer  Mongolia. 

Foreign  Agricultural  Service.    Prepared  or  estimated  on  the  basis  of  official  statistics  of  foreign 
governments,  other  foreign  source  material,  reports  of  United  States  agricultural  attaches  and  other 
representatives  abroad,  results  of  office  research  and  related  information. 
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